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planation of the name "Ssabela" that I heard was
given by one Javier Pavalos, an old Indian who at
one time had lived on the outskirts of their country.
About. 1910, he said, he was on the borders of the
Ssabela district near Tibacuno, accompanied by
some Quechua-speakintf Indians, These managed
to make friends with members of a small sub-tribe
of "Aucas" known as the Wabos, Unlike their
savage kinsmen, the Wabos were not very hostile;
and Davalos induced a Wabo woman to work for
him.
After a couple of months, however, she decamped
and rejoined her tribe, later to return to Davalos,
in whose employ she remained for several weeks.
Then she again vanished. As was customary among
the pad rones of the Oriente, Davalos gave her a
Spanish name, in this case, Isabella. This was trans-
formed to "Ssabela" by the Quechua-speaking
Indians in his employ. The result was that she
became known by that name throughout the area.
Although she never again returned to work for the
old Indian, she remained on friendly terms, and,
together with a few men of her tribe, frequently met
the Quechua Indians, who always referred to this
particular band of "Aucas" as "the men of Ssabela,"
and finally as "Ssabelas," As I could find no one
who recalled the name "Ssabela" as being applied
to the tribe until twenty or twenty-five years ago,
and as they are still called "Aucas" by the majority
of the people of Ecuador, it may be quite possible